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Abstract: In this report, we address our security evaluation of RC2. As a result, we found no
more critical security flaw than what Knudsen described.

Our activities are dedicated to (1) known attacks on RC2 and (2) applicability of new cryptanalytic
techniques. Especially for the latter, we leave comments on each new cryptanalysis. For more
relevant cryptanalysis, we made detailed technical comments on its applicability.
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&, T_TOEBRTHEIT 0000 0000 0000 00006 IZEE Lz, ZIIIHRITRTEL E DMASHORET, & IMIX
BR5E OMIXUP AL CEDESRERNCNI VT EH L ITRFETE . ZORREPESI LB TE D, BRO-DIT,
IDLEDBXOKEDE —5 v b Lied K15 DIEIX K[15] = ad4a5s TH D, £z, EXHEIIV U Z il
LVEZEIN, P, =00 00 00 00 00 00 iui; THB (ZZTiy ZHVZ i DENAL M 43IV FiDTF
LS4 FERT), FIHEOKIZ LY i OEDIHENENT D, FIHEE n(<28) DL E, 0<i<nTh?b, F
SCHREX P; & Py @00 00 00 00 00 00 40 0015 TH Y, i IV —RICEESIND, ZZ TLEENEII A FF
ELTOECTHY, Zhd4 2016 By FU— FIZHEDIAENRD & DAL FIED little-endian 72 D TESE
X, 0000 0000 0000 004016 & 72 Y, Knudsen DEZFREDO—D L1225,

n =210 & L& &® Knudsen DHFIT N TV XLBANVIEELEZSEDONIVTELORMHIIR1OLE
D ZZTBEOLDIC, MBEIE 111 £ f1ff 15,5 DPADOR UEL, B, FLEDIC LD ERE
BFET %, ZZTHEETAHDR. BEDERAE 1 BE MIX TV RO IMIXUP L CESAMD Y — R~B->T L
F U, right pair TIXR2WBEDES LD, Knudsen DEBEB TR NG _FE2EBHITAHAZLTE#1 Yy b2EH
T 5, BEMRHEEFERIL. HEBEUTOESMMEDONI LV TEZOHZEI T b L, BL evess MIETE& AT
A THEZITVWKBIKRTTA2LOTH S, SEIT 2 OEDBEERELEONRATHEIT L b B3 210
EOBRFELTHHBITEBZILEEAHICERHDDOB LMD,

B2 IIBESBEZEICBEND 1 V- FOBIERTAZ L L L, RAKBHESEREEEL 25 X5 2P RfE
LD EAT o7z, 210 EDOEITK LT, 7 ABEFOFRBIEICH LNV TEAEZHE LEERER 21077
F2IRLZEBY, ELWEIT 0 Z00EEN 216 HoED > b K (5 ) Thotz, LR 5 EOErEsS
T2 R REELEITY 5 — (a2a5) botr, ROFIITIL, 2 HORBEEO B, TuEsk s b Lz
DEEERLELDOTHD, KFERELVEPEENTWEI LTIV THD, ZhdDBRPL, RKEOHE K[15]
WZoWTHE, EFROFED LS R@EFOIEFHTICL Y. EOH# adas 3 ML BT S TERY, @8R
EXD#EF D Knudsen DFEE R TEA3BTH S, ZOBREEDN Knudsen DFRELDVENRLTHANE 5 M AEE
KT 5RY, LAL, 20X REKBEORBLENTIFERLENEBET 2 HFEIIMICLEEIEELDL
ha,

Knudsen 28 RAHT 72 16 BrDZLGRME L | BOBHITITBRF vy 7B HD L ENTVDH, 5RO, Kk
LIEDOFRIGIC & Y EFMETE TITH 2P EEARO RO2 PKBEIND Z LT TREZD 5,

6.4 FLOVESBFECEOSVE-HREFX

Z 2T RC2ITHT 2 Z DD ESETHECE SV R BFIEOKBERMEIC SV THRITT 2, 22T, 2=
sryfEwiik & BROBE (1) RATREZE DB [BBS99a, BBS99b|. (2)truncate 7ZE4y%8 [KB96, KB96|. (3) BT
K&, (4) T—A TV [HBT— 2 T > BT E (W99, KKS00, BDKO1] iZ>W\W Tkt 5.

TAREESNHE RAHEZENHE BBS99a, BBS99b| iXREE 7V I Y X ADFMFIZ L V. Z0HEEN 0 OREE -
R TH D, MAMIIE, EXE FRE (BREDOANRZE) LOBORFREES E2HE > T, FRATERKEOH
D bEBEOESXNORARESEZERTILDELDINELTILET, Bolh@#FEfMesELVELETIRES
EThHD,

RAEEZIFCREORERDRETH D L ORBETHEDTHY ., RARRESOBRITIE. ZREOWRENR
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RV 2, BEXRALERENRBE L, TROEFEIRDZ & CRARESEERT D HFER—RIUTH 2,

RO21ZxHT D RFREE S & B 2 B 7202, FTEIMD 5 DREAZREZFHEDRY IZONTE 2D, 22Tk
TR OWRERRRY OBRREEZ D,

— OBt By MRS 0(ER72 L)/ L(ESH V) /7 (EEIRERNCER) O 3 >OREBEF IR ANZES
WL TBIE L, - 2 G BRI L ABERER ST o, = 2 Tld& 4 DEATFITHOVWTESGEOER %
UTFoXsic#ERALE :

SRIEETE -
AF1ZE5y (0,0) = A5 (0],
Z Df—HH1ZE57 7]
HrTmE :

Lk FTHHZESREE 0] T8y FT5,

2. ZODANEZDI L 1] ORETHIETAE y MIEAETIHAZSE Y b& 1] iy FL, £h&
BT 7] 2y MED,

3. EBRIZHODANEGD IS 7] JHRFME Y MTHYTIHAZZE Y b, BIUER LY EALOHAZES
By bETT 7] &35,

DNV OBERAORER, RENREZORVIIZ LB 5/4BETLMRY ZHIEIT 22 LB TE dolz,
L, B 2BEDORFIO 1/4 TV T, MAIC K VR SIS -7z [7) KRB, MEHZD 1 By PKEY
T MCEVE TR E LT, DT — P~ AT 7] ZH%STTLEN, ZRERZIC OIS EMMETTRT
Oy bR 7] I8y PENTLES D, RO BB TE RIS,

LA UEBICITENRMEIZ. b3y Fab ETICH > CEERNCES ZTHHERH D, ZZTOHD
RAREZENDEZXFE LT, VA Sy e OHBEBEZ 32 L2EET S, Zhick ). MEERIC OV T,
L VHEMRRENESORY 2BETEILBHFHTE S, LL, ZOHA. b5 1 2OERETTH ImEE
HREFPBEOL Y b EOHBEERALEN L, MAEREOHER FOEZORBEERT S, Lo T, ZOBYVED
By b EOMEBETGE LR L OWREMNRESDORY T IBATLE 9,

UEZRA D, RARBESEAERT 2 DDOWRENRZES DIRY T LA, BRE L TESMED 16 B2
CEVBREA~OHBIZHNS Z LN TE D b DIIEE LR,

truncate ZEHHE TERRINDZ 70y 7BEST7 AT Y X AT, E0BEREN NS R EICEIENT
By, BECRZOEIEENRBZERTIIXITERY, LML, byte oriented R E, A MEOELRME
Y ELFEED TR, —8O (BAMIZIZI 7 uRBlLE D) v VF RRAEHFENCHE D = & TELBIERELIY b
RERESBEDOREEZD Z LN TEXBBADBH 5, Truncate Z43HE [KBI6, KBI6| 1T, =D Xk 5 RELSRER
FRODHFEO—DOTH B,

I TEZTWS RO2IIZE DOEIEDHIR D D0 truncate ZH DEENPFAETH S, —2HIF16 By hU—
REALD truncate 43 Th b, ZOHEE. EEMEREDY— FNOESOREE, RERH I ZERIHEOIZ L
WTED, LeLedb, RO2ICEBHFICESBADIEMMAL, By MREEERASHEZAENR TS, Zhtb
FREHETHRBY LT L, EEFIDRLEZ Knudsen OZEG/HEL Y O L & D ICBWEROELIE 2->TLE S,
Flo. RO2~DEFBBOBEDP DI DA EGN IV ITELBDBRVEE BT T 2 MNERH DL Db b
P 2D D 7 truncate ZHDOEY FTIE, EFNI VI EHODRERRETIHIZENTE P, KWL UTHY
B TH D,
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RIZ, BNV TEREER LUK truncate ZH5 0B X FOHFHE LT, LV HI< truncate L2 DEB X T
BB, &V —F%& bit slice L1z 4 £y FED truncate T2 ETF LV TH D, ZOBEEFITIE. ¥y MaOEE., #
HEZISIIREORRETEZ LR HEERFETE S —F. MRS VTR IBREOEELZERL2THIER
B2V, LA L, Z0 truncate ZH DR E RMEMAIT, BELBIZAVWONS 16 By PLYRFIZLDZKETT
FMEETH D, MEICMAT, KEIT T P THHERIH 72, Knudsen DZESF/SREEZRD IVELUZTE 72
nweEz2bhd,

BENEAHE CORBIIRENEREICESSEMEOEREAVWTESFHEELEZX Db D THD, HIC Feistel i1
THW 2 PR RS MARRICBE S b ool 2 LIS ~DOEMICEN TH S,

RC2 % E 7 4L3R Feistel #& D target ~OEEPRMMAEE TH Y, BINESEEBIX DI LIIEETHD, =
T CiE, Knudsen DU 2D, FBTHRL &b 274 TIELITE 2 & 5 RRWMTENEMEOEE LRSS, =2
THRELEHET S, MIXUP /NEEIZIZ 1 ©D target & 3 D source D, HFt4 2OV PAEN™NH D, IHIZ3HD
source VYA Z X, FH OWREBEEEDAS L 725 selector &, ZoD (FaEMEDO R FIZ LR L2\ )operandl,
operand2 5725,

T TCEMFESD 0 TRWEREL., target, selector, operand TED X 5 R EEZIRTRIER 520 hE
LW B, target KAMERB ATz &, HEFIEMMRELKE T 7 b Thd, EMMEIIRENICENES %
BT HOT, BELROHFITLI, LaL, ¢ By FKEIC T MERIX, F7CRBb o2 BA 2 HELEX D
EBTE DD ¢ OIS CCELRESE 2! — 1 2B 2 2FER 5720,

BNZE D selector IZXL o TWBBFA, ZHIEIHAFOE Yy MBI ET 5, KR0S b (BATRL) &
ROLDEEZD L. WEB~OHBEPRDRLDROE ) REREFOBETH D, L, WEE~OFEL Y
ML, BEZES THREMICR I THRENICEZDZLERD S, WmEEIIY Y b2 1/2 OERPNPDIZEE
E2DL. BWESD2',0legt <16 ThoT, By FEGONIVITELZN 1 LRDBED GREEOEELED
T)&BEEADND, BNEZD 2T, P OBEOENRBUCKDEGNIVIERP 1 LRDHERILL/2TH
L0, WEECIOESPERTIDIXZIDICL/2 DMELRY, AFHTEL LY 1/4 OBEERPP>TLE I,
B D operand IZH 03> TV DHE D selector LRI CEBET, HATSH 1/4 OFEL ERETILERH S,

RC2 @ MIXUP /NBEEUE. AN-UAITHESTH Y, ESEPHEET D Z L1372, £ target ZBRVWTIEXY—F
2% active Z23FERD MIXUP b active &72 5, target ICEALTH, ZOEGREPLRDZH>D > bR Lb—
FIXETHS : (1) IRD MIXUP @ selector D5 active L7235, (2) Y —APRTTIZ active TH D, T4 H selecior,
operand D3 TIZ active Th b, ZDO LI BRESNBBOFHELL—EHTZD 4 [BID MIXUP ZiEElT 3 HERH D,
Z DFAEOFERIT Knudsen DIEEE Y VDL OEHFFTE 20,

T—ASUMBLEE EERRINGZ, 7—X T VHE (W9 RBEiE T — A T V%8 [KKS00|, £HFXE [BDKO1|
R ERESREREERIL LK BETH S,

TR T CHBITHERHRIE RSB TH Y, HBENOL L ICREINDS, ZHICK LBIET—2 7
VIEBILEIR T LB~ LIE LD THIN, TR TR THRERIE DL D, S LICEFHRERIIEE
T—AFG L RBLERFALTHHN, BIREIROREL Y OFERER->TWVS,

Ihe, FORBIZHIEEL TWAN, ENEHREL Y bHRNICEHL DoFERH 5, BETLTY LR
XX, ST oB Lo &, EXARBDOESTER L S QEDOZELSTEROMEN . BEREDELTE
FrEELL LRl TW5 L EICOBBERATRETH D, #HMITIE, BT ALY X L0BE L, HIBEEY BTk
BHMICELSTREEMETT5. REDOEESTHERATHD,

RC2ICBAL TR Z oMEIT <. & THRHREMBVELREDAMAD» > TS, o T Knudsen DEL £
DHRT, TNOPHEWRELIIR DRV,
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6.5 ZTDHOF L LEFEE

BERESKE, Square HE FRZESKE [JK7] 3IREMNLRBEOEKZZHHALEZKETH S, Square WE
[DKRI7| iZZ DAY = 3 VOO LD TH D, RC2 TIHEMER L BEfMESRERICHEDLN S, REERET
B 2 TRORTVOIICH LT, EMERIIRISH L CHEBICRD LN TED, $20HLERNEMLE 2D
—RIZITHEVBEXRV, Ko TRC2IIELLOERABETEZ L LTHTRTOEEEMEICHR S = LI
HBThD, BEHDEUEZEY AN 0BRSS 2 H2BEERTH Z LIITE 3, T TICELBERRETE
MIXUP % 1/2 CEICEZHEBFMONTWVDHD T, FHEZESKEIL Knudsen DESKBIF ERE RBBICITR
B2,

BHOHAREELFALLKE DESO=FHOKEL L THMbh 3 Davie’s attack[BB97] I Feistel #3& TR
EH FEABZOHARENSHDZ EERAWVWERETH S, RC2 ThX source heavy 72 BBk &1 - 7= Feistel 1%
BEEEBZAHI LN TEIN, 2 OEEBEEIE multiple permutation, T72b B AN ETHIHEES. HAHLHET
HDZ Db, Davis attack ITEATERY, 272 L, BIEXR ECANRES HDHHEILTEDORY Tidawn
25, RO2ITEHH £ <. HEIZ target-source AN B DT, RERARBIEIIZ L 5 Davis attack II5ELAAR
O RC2ITIFBRR L1372 B 72w

B ML - Partitioning fH7 - 2 BT  MEMESTIE (M3, MO3] iXBE Y 7 A HOREFEEFA Lo KBFE
Thbd, BINMAEERIIREERE CIEIERELURFRETHY, EERKBFIETHS, LirL, ARLHESR
THEBTERDDT AT E~DEHELZEDH V. BICEALE Yy MR BIOHBEICIE. ZOTICbv R
DRV Y (Knudsen DZEFEMEIZEEAT) ZIEMRALULTE 22V, RC2 TiX 16 By FOXKEIL 7 MERISHEE
FREIEICK L. BB NTEY, DTOBEAN»DIRAZELUIZD RV,

ZFOHEBEFHEICERT 5, TTRET T MMEE2EE L-EROBE. 1 BOMIXIMEZE 23 x 2722722712712
EOMRELELNFRETH D, 2L, ZORERIT (1) BHMEOELL (2) mEEOELO™E» SR> TE
D, EEEZBRICIR LGS, (1)Q)PHAFLBIERESEETIZLEBRTOILNENH D, RC2ITIXEED
KES 7 bRHDTDIC, A7 EIBEHRMBD LALIZTE->TLE D, ZOBETE (1) DOL LI /hEL o
TLEW, KBIIFRHEGD THD, TNEBITHEDIC, BETOITAEY MO vRAIZEELTHZ LR, BE
LieheEDEy MRV EEFOILTTBWVWTE T Y U BAT U B3 HFERETRVWE Y MIEDYR 7 %
WTHZENREBELOND, LML, Zhoxy A TR0DINE TR T X, BAOFEIH BB Ltk
Y. ZOBRPOMEA., REEEATLER (1)(2) DEEXPZHVTLES, Lo T, KEV 7 FOEIPEETHD
2. BURD RC2 OHARTHEE SN KE Y 7 FBITREAERE IR T R TH 5.

7L, BELOMERFNIZEEL RWEASITIIZ OBHROMBY T, Flzi. B0t A roms %t
ZoRE IR L. o, E RS U A REIE LT 25610k, BREDBEELUIERFET 5,

Partitioning[HM97] AT * [KMOO] BEIZ DWW T S RIRIZ, BVBEDOMEEIZOVTIE, BUROFITRER T,
Knudsen DR 2 56 OXHZTE RV, 777 L partitioning SBHTIZ. AL LTIRHIEVWLDDERICED &
5 73 partition #F X2 b X0, EZORBFEREFIZBLOLNTELT, EROSEE LTHEETSHET T,
B E~OBREE VI BR T RICZIEERE LR, L, V2 REIX. EofFssibt 25t
E~OEALE LTI LY 5 SARICSIDTHA BN RRRT 7 =7 Th b,

mod n T FEMWEIX, vy MEMLOLE L OMEOEEORES—RITIZE LY, Z D mod n fEHT [KSW99]
RRERINE & KEY 7 MERORET AHE T LT Y XAZONWT, SBRICHRFMEEEZR YT 7 =07 Th 5,
RC2 Tix, BEMfMAE L KE T 7 PAREL TRV, HAMITIE mod n MITIC L D RO DELBTRETH D, L
L. BIIFMAEOHEAE T Th 23mBEMEL /1L, mod n T TH 5 RIROR TIIZHESE, BLUROMITHER T
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TEATERY, EBZDD, REELY Ok ELT D FED RMADIE mod n EHTICET 5 Rt liIER &
2%,

AT4 FIEE 274 B [BW99, BWIOb| I3 BB & I REBO AR (T o) sIFEEFIA L CEREE#R
DOWEER skip THFETH D, ATA FERBEZEHT 57 0id, BEER L LRI BB FE % BATHT 5 46
ERHHH, RC2ICIXVMASH B, BIFIME., XEIT 7 b lHREOH2LORBEEFIHINTEY, 274 R&
BITEATERY,

HEHE., SEOKE HEKRE JK7) IS TRV DN A EHCEE 2 B R L TREATE A BAII,
ek LTHEERBELROBRVWILEZAVWERETH S, MEMEKE AW IXZhie#BtT 57477 T
H5,

RC2IZDOWWTIE, BEESBB TR X 510, WREEER L RIMMESBENCERILIZS VWL k> TR
D, EBER 2 OERSLRRE., ELLTHLRSTHDOILS TR TOMABEEEDRAITELT 2 Z LITTERY,

T FEH

ARETIE, T vy IS RC2 DREMFHECS>WT, BEFEOBROEL D, BiEE. Zh bk, £ LTH
LWKBREOBERAMEORIF 21T o7,
FHEiE OFIRE LT, KRERIRA T,

1. Knudsen ODWEBIIFIR THRBMOKBFIETH 505, BURELEL L OHBIBFRE/RR 721 CEROBRICE -T2
W, L22L, EoEHPBILEINATFREEICY S SAB- TR S B LEBSILETH S,

2. BAT YV A EIIMIERBEICEZRTHY, 2T — DB STFERTERRIZE BB eB3H D, BLLT
FEHZELRTERNTA—F FIZITRA LV I—T2—2RE MYy b, EBREGM Y It ELELE
TOLEENPEE L,

BdHDd,
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K 4: An attack strategy of 4-round RC2 (reduced version)
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# 1: Example hamming-weight distribution of 4-round RC2 (reduced version)

Hamming weight | Right key Sample wrong pair || Hamming weight | Right key Sample wrong pair
0 0 0 1 0 0
2 0 0 3 0 0
4 0 0 5 0 0
6 0 0 7 1 0
8 0 0 9 0 0
10 1 0 11 0 0
12 0 0 13 3 0
14 2 0 15 2 0
16 3 0 17 7 0
18 4 1 19 12 0
20 9 1 21 12 6
22 11 7 23 21 6
24 23 13 25 45 25
26 42 27 27 71 57
28 50 59 29 81 79
30 78 70 31 72 85
32 79 93 33 95 98
34 71 91 35 66 93
36 45 67 37 42 59
38 28 29 39 19 15
40 12 17 41 11 17
42 6 5 43 0 2
44 0 1 45 0 0
46 0 1 47 0 0
48 0 0 49 0 0
50 0 0 51 0 0
52 0 0 53 0 0
54 0 0 55 0 0
56 0 0 57 0 0
58 0 0 59 0 0
60 0 0 61 0 0
62 0 0 63 0 0
64 0 0
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# 2: Example hamming-weight distribution of the intermediate value guessed by K[15] in 4-round RC2 (reduced

version)
gm0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
0000 |0 1 9 19 47 95 143 172 180 164 100 67 16 2 0 0
0001 |0 2 9 21 64 99 160 163 176 149 96 65 13 1 0 0
0002 |0 3 6 23 48 93 138 179 188 141 110 54 29 12 0 0 O
0003 |0 3 7 28 51 100 142 186 171 148 118 46 21 3 0 0 O
0004 [0 4 9 20 43 101 132 165 182 158 113 66 21 10 0 O O

a2a5 |5 6 38 70 118 131 145 1v3 151 104 56 20 4 3 0 O O

a4ab |5 33 71 105 129 131 148 133 106 90 38 25 & 2 0 0 O

ffff |0 1 11 17 48 92 166 168 176 173 99 55 15 1 2 0 0

# 3: Number of guessed keys that counts a certain number of the zero difference over all plaintext pairs

BHOEHK (BuEs & 72 2 E3HERE) 7 A8 D%
29 (0)64414 (1)1077  (2)44  (3)1 - - -
210 (0)52291 (1)12265 (2)872  (3)99 ()7  (5)2 =
211 (0..7)59913  (8..15)5499 (16)65 (17)41 (18)9 (19)5 (20)4
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